
 

Woolton High School English Policy 2016-17 

 

Context: 

Woolton High School is a secondary school for boys and girls with social, emotional 

and behavioural difficulties.  It is located in Woolton, a residential area of South 

Liverpool.  The age of the pupils ranges from 11 to 16 years.  These pupils are given 

the opportunity to have extended days to take advantage of social activities that are 

offered in the evenings.  The educational abilities of the pupils vary dramatically 

from P scales to GCSE pupils.  Therefore, teaching approaches also vary in 

accordance with pupils’ individual needs. 

As a school, we recognise that the diversity of pupils and their learning styles require 

teaching approaches to reflect their needs through specialised, modified and 

structured teaching methods. 

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in 

English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate 

their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can 

communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop 

culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, 

plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire 

knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are 

essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not 

learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively 

disenfranchised. 

 

 



AIMS 

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high 

standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the 

spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread 

reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all 

pupils:  

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding  

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and 

information  

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 

linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in 

and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences  

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain 

clearly their understanding and ideas  

 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal 

presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Teaching and learning style 

  There are a variety of teaching and learning styles in English lessons, which are 

underpinned by accurate peer and teacher assessment on a 3 weekly basis. Our 

principal aim is to develop a love of reading and interaction with texts, encourage 

writing for a range of contexts and for pupils to be able to listen and respond in a 

variety of formal and informal settings. 

English Curriculum planning  

The curriculum planning in English is carried out in accordance with the elements 

required aspect of the Learning Walks activities covered in each term for each class. 

We plan the English activities so that they build upon the prior learning of the 

children. While there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their 

skills, knowledge and understanding in each area. There is planned progression built 

into the scheme of work, so that the children are increasingly challenged as they 

move up through the school. 

After discussions in Learning Hubs a focus for the next year is to implement a “Four 

Stages of Learning” model.  This will enable pupils to articulate, through ‘Can do’ 

statements where they are up to in their learning. 

In line with the school’s aim to get 100% of pupils a qualification, English as a subject 

has looked to restructure the qualifications we offer in order to meet every 

individuals need. 

Going forward the aim is to offer a 6-7 levels of qualifications to maximise every 

pupil’s ability to achieve to the best of their potential.  The qualifications that will be 

offered are: 

 Unit Awards 

 Functional Skills Pre-Entry 1,2 and 3 

 Functional Skills Level 1 and 2 



 AQA GCSE 

The ultimate goal is for pupils to achieve a ‘Pass’ at GCSE, however for some pupils 

this is beyond their capabilities and rather than setting pupils up to fail at GCSE it is 

now the aim to find a level of qualification that will both challenge and allow pupils to 

succeed. From Year 7 teaching staff shall look to assess pupils at Pre-entry level. 

When pupils achieve a qualification they shall then move onto the next with the 

overall goal for each student to undertake a GCSE if possible. 

At Key stage 3  

In Year 8 and 9 Pupils will be taught by Mr Wright.  Pupils are assessed by ST in 

their Reading and Spelling skills.  This then helps to determine, along with baseline 

assessments their NC level.  Their reading and spelling ages also identify any pupils 

that may require additional support with Literacy skills.  Pupils throughout the course 

of the years will access a wide variety of texts and produce varying pieces of writing.  

The main aim of English at this Key Stage is to develop skills to give pupils a ‘Literacy 

Toolbox’ they can utilise when undertaking external assessments. 

 

At Key stage 4: 

From September 2016due to the new curriculum and IGCSE not being accredited, the 

school will look to follow AQA GCSE. This has an impact on both years and the 

structure of teaching.   

English at Woolton High School will also adhere to the schools policies for inclusion 

and equality of opportunities for all pupils. Teaching and learning in the subject will 

always promote equality of opportunity, regardless of race, ability or beliefs with a 

fundamental goal of providing access to learning for every pupil, regardless of 

individual background or needs. 

 



Contribution of English to teaching in other curriculum areas 

Literacy within Secondary Education can be seen as the key that unlocks the door for 

pupils to access learning.  This is due to the fact that reading, writing and 

communicating are used in every lesson throughout the school.  In order to promote 

this and develop a whole school literacy model many interventions and initiatives have 

been set up to improve literacy: 

Whole School Literacy 

Once a week pupils access a 30 minute lesson in their form class of Literacy.  This 

Literacy lesson goes on a three weekly cycle;  

Reading Time 

Each Form tutor has a responsibility at 12.45 each day to deliver an engaging reading 

time to their class.  This lasts 15 minutes and is seen as a perfect opportunity for 

Form tutors to develop pupil’s ability and also enjoyment of reading.This is a whole 

school activity and is led by the PSC staff and the Progress and Achievement Team 

Whole School Displays 

In a concerted effort to promote English throughout the school, displays will play a 

vital part in delivering our message to students.  Around school there shall be a 

responsibility placed upon staff to make sure grammar is correct in their wall displays 

in order to set an example.  English shall display excellent pieces of work by the 

meeting room and also have literacy boards on the top corridor.  Every classroom in 

the school shall also display the following things to help raise attainment: 

 Copy of the alphabet 

 Keywords/Terms 

 

 



Interventions 

Also throughout the school in order to continue to try and raise attainment in English 

many interventions have been brought in, these include: 

 One to one reading/Literacy: Pupils with low literacy skills work through the 

‘Word Wasp’ SOW and Wordshark delivered by CW, and ST 

 AEN Grab Bags:  A bag of resources for specifically identified pupils to help 

them access areas of the lesson.  These include overlays, VCOP pyramids, etc. 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

The teaching of English offers opportunities to support the social development of our 

children through the way we expect them to work with each other in group work 

lessons. Groupings allow children to work together and give them the chance to 

discuss their ideas and views. Their work in general enables them to develop a respect 

for other children’s levels of ability and encourages them to co-operate across a 

range of activities and experiences.  Pupils also study a variety of texts that bring up 

moral and social issues which will be discussed at length. Children learn to respect and 

work with each other, and develop a better understanding of themselves and of each 

other. 

Assessment and recording 

Children’s work in English is assessed by observing them working during lessons. Each 

pupil is given a target grade so they can work on their individual targets in each 

lesson. These target levels will be displayed and simplified to ensure pupils know what 

they need to do to achieve their target grade or to achieve to the next level. Pupil’s 

progress is monitored against the learning objectives for their lessons. At the end of 

a unit of work, teachers make a judgement against the National Curriculum levels of 

attainment. There is also an end of unit assessment sheet where pupils refer to the 

NC attainment levels and peer assesses other pupils in the group. 



They use this information and use it to plan and adapt the future work of each child. 

These records also enable the teacher to make an annual assessment of progress for 

each pupil. The information is kept on the English tracking document and the school 

tracking document. 

The ways pupils are assessed are: 

 All pupils are assessed for Benchmarking purposes and assessed for Reading, 

Writing and Speaking and Listening using APP Grids. 

 Pupils are also assessed upon entry for reading and spelling ages by ST, this 

then also helps to inform those who need intervention strategies.  ST also 

performs repeat tests for pupils. 

 Using an AfL Framework, each pupil is given a target on which to improve. Each 

pupil is made aware of what they need to do to improve and how they intend to 

learn. Marking and evaluation of work in exercise books is completed in line with 

the school marking policy. 

 Examples of pupils writing is assessed half termly and placed within a writing 

folder after being assessed by either MK or CW. 

 Each pupil’s progress against each of the objectives that are outlined in the 

Long/Medium and Short Term planning is assessed by the teaching teams twice a 

term. This is used to inform intervention planning and class/individual teaching. 

Resources 

There is a wide range of resources to support the teaching of English across the 

school. These include two English classrooms (KS3 and KS4), a library, the Pupil 

Support Centre and on Mondays the ICT suite.  Alongside these class bases pupils 

also have access to laptops and a variety of interactive resources all available under 

adult supervision. 

 

 



Health and safety 

The general teaching requirement for health and safety applies in this subject. We 

encourage the children to consider their own safety and the safety of others at all 

times.   The subject follows the Schools Health and Safety Policy. 

Aims of the Policy 

The aim of this policy is for every pupil at Woolton High School to increase their 

ability, skill and confidence in English. We will endeavour to improve pupil’s capacity to 

learn and communicate ideas and views through speaking, listening, reading and 

writing across a range of different situations, both in and outside of academic 

environments.  As a teaching team our agreed objectives for 2016-2017 are: 

 All pupils at KS3 will have progressed by 2 sub-levels by the end of Year 9. 

 All pupils in Yr 11 will achieve their target grade or above at GCSE. 

 

Conclusion 

The effectiveness of this policy will be measured in terms of each pupil in school 

receiving a broad and balanced English curriculum that encourages the development 

and progress of each pupils reading, writing and communication skills. Access to 

accreditation in the subject will also be an indicator of the policy’s effectiveness. 

This policy was originally developed on the 5th September 2014 by C.Wright 

It was reviewed and updated on 16th June 2016 

It was ratified by governors on 29th June 2016 

This Policy shall be reviewed in July 2017 


